
 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

 8:30  Coffee  
Fellowship 

 9:00  Worship 

10:10  Children’s 

Music/Sunday 

School for all 

ages 

11:15  Contemporary 
Worship 

Church Office Hours  

M - F   9:00 a.m.- 

1:00 p.m. 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

2015 

        A peaceful worship  

service for those who 

struggle with finding the 

joy of the Christmas sea-

son because of a recent 

change or loss due to 

death, divorce, sickness, 

or unfortunate and tragic circumstances. 

The Blue Christmas is an attempt to minister to 

these needs while still recognizing that part of 

the reason for Jesus’ coming was to bring 

hope and comfort. 

Sunday, December 13 at 6:00 pm 

in the Wesley UMC Chapel 

 

Christmas Eve Worship ServicesChristmas Eve Worship ServicesChristmas Eve Worship ServicesChristmas Eve Worship Services    
December 24  at 1:30 pm & 5:30 pmDecember 24  at 1:30 pm & 5:30 pmDecember 24  at 1:30 pm & 5:30 pmDecember 24  at 1:30 pm & 5:30 pm    

Join us as we celebrate Christ’s birth with traditional 

services of lessons and carols of the season.  Hear anew 

the story, open yourselves once again to the newborn 

Christ child’s presence, and find the joy of this special 

day in this familiar setting. 

 

 

  Birthdays 

  1   Caleb Zerr 
  2   Casey Ellis 
       Rev. Dale Emery 
       Dave Robinson 
  4   Coleen Asche 
       Rev. Howie Baird 
  6   Susan Lamberson 
  7   Dave Christy 
  9   Karl Lindquist 
10   Casey Aarvig 
       Tyler Harlow 
13   Stacey Clow 
14   Nicholas Ford 
       Michelle Hamilton 
       Adrian Stallworth 
15   Betsy Batstone-Cunningham 
16   Jodi Bass 
17   Susan Stoa 
       Jeremy Wikoff 
18   Jacob Rash 
19   Tanya Murphy 
20   Chad Jarman 
21   Thomas Marler, Jr. 
       Jill McConnell 
22   Evan Clow 
23   Blake DeMaster 
24   Jane Carpenter 
26   Terry Brown 
       Larry Wikoff 
27   Lori Looney 
       Troy Harlow 

28   Barb Holien 
       Nick Kerzman 
       Cailey Van Camp 
29   Elise Christy 
30   Richard Hudson 

Anniversaries 

  9  Larry & Renee Machart 

19  Chad & Tiffany Gilberts 

21  Katy & John Nannenga 

22  Tuesday & Melvin Just 

29  Curtis & Debbie Scheevel 

      Gail & Jeff Steckman 

      Janice & Tom Tollefson 

??  Robert & Virginia Tupa 
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No Meeting in  

December  

 

See you in January! 



 

 A note from The 

PAstor “ 

“Two thousand years ago, a baby was born who changed 
the world. God sent Jesus, and today, you and I are sent to 
be his hands and feet, delivering God’s gift of hope to a 
world in need.” George Acevedo 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.” ~John 20:21 

A few years back during the advent and Christmas season I 
preached a sermon series based on Adam Hamilton’s book, 
“It Was Not a Silent Night.” During that series we learned 
that the world Jesus was born into was not the “all is calm, 
all is bright” world we love to sing about in our favorite 
Christmas hymns. It was a dark and difficult world, and the 
circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus were not as 

simplistic as we imagine. I’m sure at seven or eight months pregnant Mary was not 
thrilled that she had to travel all that distance to go to Bethlehem, and the conditions she 
found herself in—the stable, which was essentially a first century parking garage—were 
probably not even close to what she imagined when she thought about giving birth. 

After Jesus was born, his family was forced to flee to Egypt because Herod, who was 
king at the time, had heard the rumor of Jesus’ birth. He feared that Jesus would rise to 
power and seek to conquer him, so he ordered all the children three years of age and 
under to be killed. Again we see that the world Jesus was born into was not a silent, 
peaceful world. 

The point of Rev. Hamilton’s book is that this is precisely why Jesus was born. He was 
born because the world is not perfect, bright, and shiny. He was born because the world 
needs Christ. We need that light that shines in the darkness. This is the reason Jesus was 
sent to us. 

The basis of my sermon series this year is George Acevedo’s book, “Sent.” In it, Rev. 
Acevedo points out that the birth, life, and death of Jesus changed our world forever. He 
talks about how Jesus was sent to reconcile with us, to free us, to be with us, and to bring 
new life into a hurting, broken world. Jesus mission, as we will hear this Sunday, was to 
bring good news to a people who heard very little good news. 

When I reflect on that, I can’t help but think that we are in the same place. We live in a 
day and age when we hear very little good news, and perhaps we, like those folks all 
those years ago when Jesus was born, are longing for a savior. Advent is a time when we 
not only reflect on the days leading up to the birth of Christ, but it is also a time to 
remember that one day Christ will come again. This is where we often find our hope. 

Actually, I would argue that the savior is already here. We find him in the work that we 
do as a church. We find him in the hands and feet of his servants. We find him in those 
who feed the hungry and clothe the naked. We find him in those who pray for our world, 
and who seek to show his light to those around them. We find him in our own call to go 
forth and to share the Good News. As Rev. Acevedo writes, “God sent Jesus, and today, 
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you and I are sent to be his hands and feet, delivering God’s gift of hope to a world 
in need.” 

My hope and prayer for us and our church this advent season is that we would 
accept the call God has given us, that we would allow God to send us out into the 
world, and that through that sending we might be able to share the Good News of 
Christ in the midst of a world that is not silent..  

Peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Howie 
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MCCI Information 

 

As you probably already know, on November 22, 2015 Wesley United 
Methodist Church voted unanimously to accept the MCCI prescriptions 
that our MCCI team put together. (by the way, we are the only church in 
the Dakotas to have a unanimous vote, and only the second in the history 
of the MCCI anywhere) Essentially what we said was that we believe this 
is the path that God has put before us, and we are ready to take it! 

Question: But now what? 

Answer: Now the work begins. 

It’s one thing to accept the prescriptions, it’s another to roll up our sleeves 
and dig in. Here are the first initial steps that will be taking place: 

Pray! In this newsletter you will find an Advent Prayer Card. We are 
asking that every day during the season of Advent you would 
make time to pray for our church using the prayer on that card. It 
can be anytime you’d like. My own family will be praying this 
prayer every night before dinner. 

Vision Sunday! Mark your calendars because on Sunday, January 10, 
2016 we want to “Pack the Sanctuary” for a special Vision Sun-
day service. At that service we will talk about where God is lead-
ing us, and together we will affirm our new mission statement: 
To make new disciples for Jesus Christ for the transfor-
mation of the world. 

Sign-up! Beginning this Sunday we will have opportunities for you 
to sign-up to join one of our MCCI teams. These teams will work 
to implement the various prescriptions in our MCCI report. I 
can’t stress enough how important you are to this process, and I 
can’t wait to work with each one of you. 
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All youth in 6th – 12th grade are invited to Youth Group.  
We meet at the church Sundays at 5:30 – 7:00 pm and 
begin the evening with supper. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped feed the youth 
group! They have enjoyed the food a lot.  We are also 
looking for more volunteers to help provide supper for 
the youth! For more information please contact Marge 
Myrold. who is coordinating the meals. Her email is: 
marjorie.myrold@gfschools.org. 

 
The youth recently went roller skating at the roller skate park in Fargo. Thank 

you to all who helped drive the youth, and spend time with them at this event!  

They have also just finished their lessons on Earn, Save, Give. The last few 

weeks, the students have been learning from the devotional book, reading the 

passages in the bible that go along with devotional, and talking about how this 

applies to their everyday life.  

Looking ahead—- 

December   6:   4:00pm     bake cookies and shop for Stargiver gifts 
                  13:  3:30 pm    meet at church to go caroling, then supper after                 
                  20:  5:30 pm    Murder Mystery Christmas Party 

           Merry Christmas! 

                  27: No Youth Group 

January: 3: No Youth Group —  Happy New Year! 

The Sunday school children and some of the 
youth will be presenting this year’s 
Christmas program as part of the 9:00 am 
worship service on Sunday, December 13.   

There will be Sunday school classes for all 
ages (children through adults) at 10:10 am 
each Sunday in December.  On December 
27 during Sunday school time there will be 
a  Christmas Party/Birthday Party for Jesus.  Children and Youth will meet as a group 
to celebrate Jesus’s birth.  

If you are planning ahead, there will be Sunday school on January 3.   

We are always in need of volunteers to help as substitute teachers or classroom 
helpers.  If you are willing to help in this way, please talk to Jessica Zerr, Megan Baird, 
or Judy Christy. 

 

 

 

 
 

There are many ways that you can participate in the life 
and ministries of Wesley Church! 

How can I Help? 

1. By Sharing your Prayers  
Prayer Focus for December: The joy of  Christmas!                              
           (See back page for additional prayers) 

2. By sharing your presence, time & talents 

This month, we say thank you to: 
- All who have helped with Sunday morning worship by 
serving as Welcome Teams, Lay Readers, Communion 
Preparers and Servers, Sound Board Monitors, Nursery 
Helpers, and by providing special music for our Sunday 
worship services. 

- Those who serve on Church Council, Board of Trustees, Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee, Finance Committee, Memorial Committee, as lay 
leaders, and in all other leadership roles within our church. 

- Quilters for making quilts to donate to RRVCA’s Shelter House. 

and also to those who: 
- brought Christmas shoe box gifts for the children at Spirit Lake. 
- helped prepare, serve and cleanup for the church breakfast on Nov. 22.   
- helped decorate the church for Advent and Christmas 
- are helping plan, organize, and lead activities for our youth. 
- have volunteered to help lead Sunday school classes or help in other 

ways with our Christian education program 
- help provide, prepare, serve, and cleanup for Sunday coffee fellowship 

and provide cookies, other treats, or coffee. 
- polish brass offering plates, candle holders, etc., and fill the oil candles. 
- count the weekly offering. 
- care for and water the plants inside and outside the 

church building. 
- take care of the garden areas around the church. 

And thank you to the many others who share 
their time with our church and community in 
ways that we do not always know about. 

6 



 

 

3. By sharing your gifts, such as: 
- Additional contribution to the 

general fund of Wesley UMC. 
- Batting for the Quilting Group. 
- UMCOR kit supplies  
- Funds for church building 

updating/repair projects.  
- Men’s jeans, new or slightly used, for 

the UMC Free Mobile Thrift store in 
Watford City. 

-Coffee mugs with lids, back packs or 
small suitcases, sheets & towels for 
the Northlands Rescue Mission. 

 

 

Volunteer Needs for this 

month: 

- Sunday worship Welcome Teams 

- Sunday worship lay readers 

- Substitute Children’s Sunday School 

teachers & helpers 

- Help polish brass candles, offering 
plates, etc.  

 

Contact Judy Christy, 
Coordinator of Lay Ministries, 
at 772-1869 or 
judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com  
for more information or to 
volunteer. Also watch for sign-
up sheets in the church lobby, 
or announcements in the 
weekly bulletin. Training will be 
provided as needed. 

Are there are other projects or 
activities you would like to see 

happen?  Email Judy about 
that too! 

              Offering Received 

 2014 2015 

Prepaid 
Pledges 13,020.00 14,372.06 

January 11,885.66 19,922.87 

February 18,656.71 21,701.98 
March 21,336.78 24,764.61 

April 21,070.22 29,236.40 

May 19,298.40 28,042.92 

June 20,128.93 18,589.97 
July 16,937.53 17,407.89 

August 21,595.63 17,007.45 

September 20,016.66 18,653.20 

October 19,531.40 20,446.13 

November 22,929.07 27,332.43 
December 31,844.18  

   Total 258,251.17 257,477.91 

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

 November 1  147 

 November 8  125 

 November 15 139 

 November 22 128 

 November 29 123 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  

 November 1  41 

 November 8  43 

 November 15 51 

 November 22 52 

 November 29 36 7 

Just a reminder—  

All end-of-year dona�ons 

must be in the church 

office by noon on 

December 31, 2015 or 

postmarked by 

December 31. Any funds 

received a$er that date 

will be counted towards 

2016 giving.  

 

8 

 

 

    We will be celebrating the closing of 2015 with our annual 
Christmas Brunch on Saturday, December 5th at 10:30 a.m.in 
the Fellowship Hall. (Please note the new time this year!) Free 
will offering will be taken. 
Our speaker this year is Bill Kerzman from PATH.  We will also 
be installing our new officers for 2016.  We welcome all to join 
us.  Please let the office know if you are planning to attend. 

  

Cookie Sale—Sunday, December 13.   

Anyone who would like to contribute cookies, candy or small 
breads may bring their donations to the church on Saturday, 
Dec. 12th at 10:30 a.m. or before the 9:00 service on Sunday, 
Dec. 13.   Cookies will be on sale between services and after the 
second service. You may buy select and buy a bakers dozen of 
cookies for $5.00.  The candy and small breads will be marked 
separately.   

*Please note that the New Generation of Women Circle is host-
ing a Christmas ornament exchange on Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m. at 
2014 Wintergreen Court (Coleen Asche’s house). 

 *Bring an ornament & a friend you think might be interested in NGW. 

Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  
in the quilting room on 3rd floor.  

 
There will be no quilting on 

December 23 or 30 because of the 
holidays. 

For questions, call Helen DeMaster at 
701-772-3584 

 

Everyone is Welcome! 

We need 

 

 

Would you be willing to 

make 2-3 dozen cookies 

for a Sunday this month to 

support our Fellowship 

time?  Pick a Sunday and 

put your name on the sign-

up sheet on a table in the 

Fellowship Area. 
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We are working on the Christmas program, 
learning Christmas carols that we will sing 

during the program.   

Reminder 
Saturday, December 12 - 10:00 to  11:30 a.m. 

Practice for Christmas program 

Sunday, December 13  9:00 a.m. service 

 Children’s Christmas program 

Please work with your children on learning their parts!   

I will work with them on learning the music, but I need your 
help with the rest.  Thank you!  Kellie Burgess 

Special note to parents:  If you have a child that 
is 6 months of age to 2nd grade that is not cur-
rently enrolled in Sunday School, your child can 
still participate in the Christmas program, as 
there is a “special” place in the program for addi-
tional children!!  If this is something you are in-
terested in, please come to the practice on Satur-
day, Dec. 12 at 11:00 a.m. for more information – 
or – feel free to ask me about it.  Kellie Burgess 

Join us for our December Church Council meeting 

All are invited to attend the Church Council Meeting on Monday, De-

cember 14, at 7:00 p,m.  We will be voting on budget, nominations and 

other church business typically done at our Charge Conference.  This will 

be an evening of looking back and celebrating our ministries while we 

look ahead to 2016 and the call to ministry that God has put before  

Wesley UMC  
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Alternative Gifts 

Looking for the perfect Christmas gift? 

Beginning December 6, cards will be available to send to someone 

in whose name you would like to make a donation for special 

mission projects. These alternative gifts may be purchased in the 

church lobby area and will support your choice of Heifer 

International, the Haiti Solar Oven Project, or Imagine No Malaria. 

Look for the Alternative Gifts table in the lobby on December 6, 

13, & 20. Please contact Mary Faircloth with any questions. 

“ 

Today, Heifer is recognized around 

the world for its effective approach 

to ending poverty. Because of 

Heifer, Hundreds of thousands of 

families are able to feed their 

children and give them a better 

future. Heifer provides much more 

than food. You bring hope and triumph of the human spirit.” - 

Former President Bill Clinton 

 

 

Please stop at the table in the lobby to 

contribute to this project. We have cards 

available to send to those you wish to 

remember with a gift at Christmas time. 

 

 

Knowledge is power. Visit 

www.imaginenomalaria.org to learn 

about malaria, what our church is doing 

to fight it, and how you can get involved 

today. Share this message with friends, 

family, coworkers, and others and invite 

them to get involved in this movement to 

change millions of lives. 
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2015 Christmas Giving Projects 
Thank you to all who in some way contributed towards 

our Christmas Shoebox Project and Stargivers Gifts.  We collected a total 
of 47 shoeboxes and provided gifts for over 100 children in community!  
What a wonderful show of support  and generosity by our congregation.  
Please remember to pray for the recipient of your gifts. 

         Wesley UMC is excited to announce 
that you can now manage your giving 
online! Giving online is easy and 
allows you to set up automatic 
recurring contributions and view your 
complete online giving history from  
anywhere you have access to the 

Internet. Simply scan our QR Code with your smart phone and/or 
follow these easy steps: 

Visit the church website at www.gfwesley.org, 

Click on the Online Giving tab then on Make a 
donation, 

Make a one-time donation or click on the Create 
Profile button, then, 

Follow the onscreen instructions to create on online 
profile and to schedule your recurring contributions. Thank you 
for your support! 

Work Projects at Sager Brown 

Come join us  June 4 to June 12, 2016 at the Sager Brown Depot in 
Baldwin, Louisiana. 

Work projects include sorting and shipping 
materials for international relief and 
disaster response and assembling flood 

buckets, along with other maintenance of the facility and helping with 
Baldwin community projects. 

There will also be some side trips to see alligators, life on the bayou 
and maybe a sunset on the gulf! 

Registration must be received by January 11. If you are interested in 
learning more, please contact the church office: phone 772-1869 or 
email: gfwesley@midconetwork.com. 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsle4er online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 

Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship �mes 
 

Office hours: Mon. thru Fri. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor: ............................................... Reverend Howie Baird 

Coordinator of Lay Ministries: ........................... Judy Christy 

Choir Director/Organist: ............................ Marjorie Myrold 

Choir Accompanist: .................................... Carol Lamberson 

 
The Wesley Witness 
A publica�on of Wesley United Methodist Church.  Published 

12 �mes each year to keep members and friends informed of 

programs of the church and to report news about the Wesley 

family.  

For our Prayers --- 

We offer our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends 

of Dave Beach who passed away on November 28; and to 

the family and friends of Billie Dixon’s mother Shirley.   

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities: 

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Ellen Gray, Virgil Haake, 

Darlene Hinsz, Beulah Hodges, Shirley & Phyllis Sand, 

Emolyn Skinner, Lois Weisser; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle 

Whitcomb’s parents; At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol, Carol Clark, Dean 

Hruska; At Good Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel, Charlene 

Kotts, Verle Ralston. 

At Home:  

Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Genevieve Holweger, 

Pat Klokstad, Carolyn Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and 

father. 

 
If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in 
this monthly prayer list, please email them to 
judy.gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

at  
www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 
Facebook to keep up 
with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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